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Fun Battle Oct. 2005  
             We had about 16 skippers at the SSAA dam at Majura for our Fun October Battle. The CanBG turnout 
was disappointing but this was made up by the Newcastle, Victorian and Sydney skippers and of course Michael 
Raue of Armidale. There has been good rainfall and the dam was 2-3 foot higher than we had seen it and water 
was still entering the dam. There was a lady doing a photographic assignment for College and she filmed the 2 
days and will produce a DVD for us. Our thanks to the skippers who battled recklessly to get her some great 
shots of damage and sinkings. The final sinking was Stu Calvert’s SoDak which was out of ammo, taking on 
Mark Raisbeck’s Sodak to produce spectactular shots for the camera. What a sacrifice for the hobby. Well done. 
 
             The 2 days were very relaxed with 12 or so sinks. Most skippers bunked down in the Big Green Shed 
and were quite comfortable. Weather was perfect, about 21 both days and the Victorians left for the long trip 
home on Sunday around 1.30pm. Our thanks to those who did the long journey, especially Marcus Champ and 
Stu Calvert who came down from Brisbane. 
 
             Marcus Champ produced his new 1919 battleship the IJN Nagato and gave a good account in his first 
battle. Tony Scott’s USS North Carolina made a grand sight and stood out, together with Darren Scott’s HMS 
Nelson. It was nice to see a variety of warships at the meet and the 2 fast destroyers of the Whiteheads doing 36 
and 42 knots, were happy just whizzing around on their own.   

Left: Marcus Champ of 
Brisbane BG with his new 
IJN Nagato. It looked great 
and performed well. 
 
Right: John Whitehead, 
CanBG,  relaxing with the 
fast 40 knot Russian De-
stroyer Kirov 

Left: An exchange of broad-
sides between 3 ships with 
a fourth speeding to join the 
fray. 
 
Right: A South Dakota 
class being prepared for 
battle. There were 4 of 
these popular ships battling. 

             The site at Majura needs to be developed and now we are part of the SSAA, we should be able to get the 
holes filled. We are also on the lookout for a cheap shed to have on site and be able to keep our rescue boat, 
CO2 bottles, shadecloth and starpickets. If you know of one being available, please contact me or Brett Far-
quharson. We have about 3 months to improve the area for the 8th Nationals/AGM. 
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Odd Photos – AusBG 

Snippets 

Left: A fine example of a 
Nelson Class Battleship, 
slow but with 3 turrets up 
front and nothing at the 
rear. 
 
Right: Brisbane member 
Stuart Calvert with his 
South Dakota under re-
pairs 

Left; Michael Raue‘s trailer 
at Armidale, shared by 
Richard Single and used 
as a set-up table. 
 
Right: Small in numbers 
but these keen battlers en-
joy the atmosphere in 
Canberra in October 2004 

              
             The Canberra BG was involved again with the Malkara Model Show this year and it was staffed by Brian 
Evans, Brett Farquharson and Mark Strong with some help from other interested people. Dave Howard and Bill 
Kirwan took the easy way out and went overseas, Dave to the UK and Bill to LA. My thanks to those who carried 
the burden of putting on the display. This is the only method of fund raising for the CanBG, we get a small dona-
tion from the school which should pay for our gas and rent of cylinders. We do not charge a subscription and 
hope not to be forced into this situation. CanBG decided not to participate in the Tuross Head Model Ship Expo 
on the South Coast as the numbers viewing did not warrant it. 
 
             We welcome 2 newcomers to the hobby. Stephen Melvin is now the Contact for the Cairns Battle Group 
and Matt Chinn is the Contact for the Perth Battle Squadron. The old Fremantle BG is no more, with our old 
friend Gordon Cranfield still in South Africa. Our thanks go to Hallam Lowmass of Cairns who is now working 
overseas. Stephen Melvin hopes to get down for our Nationals/AGM in January. 
 
             I got an email from a guy in South Africa who says they have a couple of ships which will take the water 
in December. Their cannons have had to be modified as the regulations are very strict.  They are still sorting out 
the problems with the Authorities but the cannons are not efficient and have a low magazine capacity. Hope 
things improve for them. 
 
             Our membership has not really increased but the numbers of ships have. We are still regarded as being 
the best organised Warship Combat Group around. The numbers in the USA fluctuate in the lower figures. I think 
this comes from not having a National Body which could co-ordinate National Events. Brett has tried each year 
to entice someone from the States to come to our Nationals but so far with no luck. There is always next year I 
guess. 
 
             I have heard nothing from my Scottish Contact after sending him all the data and CDs. That is par for the 
course, sometimes you win etc. Interest in the hobby comes in spurts and then nothing. Had a few nibbles from 
the States, these guys don’t seem to know it is already available there.  
 
             The affiliation of AusBG with the SSAA based in Majura has given us an official connection with the area 
we use for our Nationals. We can use all the facilities, shed, showers, toilets canteen and the dam for the cost of 
$10.00 per head a meeting. This covers the cost of cleaning and electricity and this cost also applies to all the 
other members of the SSAA who attend a shoot. 
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Left: Steve Meilke’s Aus-
trian-Hungarian 1922 
battleship Helgoland did 
not have a mark on it.  
 
 
Right: Here the VFNS 
Strasbourg exchanges 
salvos with the USS Ne-
braska in a Canberra 
Battle 

Left: This French ship is 
the X82 and does not ap-
pear to be armed unless 
the main gun operates. A 
WW1 Ship is in the back-
ground. 
 
Right: Another fine ex-
ample of a new Nelson 
class, obviously unbat-
tled 

Fun Battle 2005  

South Coast BG, USA & CanBG 

Left: Skippers relaxing 
and discussing the bat-
tles. Mark Raisbeck, sec-
ond right is OOD (Officer 
of the Day). 
 
Right: Tony Scott’s USS 
North Carolina. A very 
different ship which 
catches the eye. 

Left: Mark Raue’s HMS 
Lion resting between bat-
tles. 
 
Right: Two warships ig-
nore a sinking tanker and 
battle each other. 

Left: Newcas-
tle BS tent 
area. 
 
Right: Steven 
Cowan of Syd-

Right: Paul 
and Richard of 
VicBS working 
on their ships 



 

Bill Kirwan 
35 Hopkins St, 

WESTON, 2611, ACT  
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Last Salvo – Make Safe!   

John Ritch’s beautiful Lion Class HMS Temeraire is a formidable foe. 
This ship was laid in 1939 but never completed. With a 40,000 ton dis-
placement and 9 x 16”guns and a armour band of 15”-14”, very good 
speed at 30 knots, she is fast and packs a punch. She is the sister ship 
to Michael Raue’s HMS Lion who has proved what a pain in the butt he 
is on the water.  
 
The ship is big and heavy and this is a problem for all of us who are get-
ting on. Launching and retrieving is a major headache and John could 
be looking at something smaller, I know I am with the Strasbourg. As 
the competition day ends and the next looms up, we all wish for some-
thing smaller and lighter. So for any young, fit man, keep an eye out for 
when and if John decides to downsize. You will get an exceptional and 
deadly warship, beautifully made. 

SHIP OF THE MONTH 

AusBG Secretary: 
Brett Farquharson-0262276133h 
Newcastle Battle Squadron: 
Glendon Pryor-0249502763h 
Sydney Battle Squadron: 
Richard Simpson-0410601261m 
Victorian Battle Squadron: 
Noel Brain-0398187969h 
TONE BS Armidale: 
Michael Raue-0267733204h 
Brisbane Battle Group: 
Marcus Champ-0732775562h 
Adelaide Battle Group: 
Scott‘Gadget’Gage-0883817869h 
Darwin Battle Squadron: 
Wes Field-0889889036h 
Tasmanian Battle Squadron:  
David Craig-ed60@tasmail.com 
Canberra Battle Group: 
David Howard-0262310889h 
Cairns Battle Group: 
Stephen Melvin-0408447888m 
Mudgee Pond Pirates: 
Bill Beamish--0263724771h   
Gladstone Battle Squadron: Case 
Woudenberg-0749756676h 
Coral Sea Fleet-Townsville Betteridge- 
trainman@netspace.net.au 
Perth Battle Squadron: 
Matt Chinn-0896411254m 

www.ausbg.org A Big Gun Fighting Warship R/C Club 

Left and Right: This is the first 
HMS Hood in the AusBG. Built 
by Case Woudenberg of the 
Gladstone BS in Queensland, 
it is a picture of detail but he is 
determined that it will battle, 
with luck at the 8th Nationals/
AGM. Just look at the turret 
construction!  
I think there will be a increase 
to the Axis side as everyone 
will want to get her in their gun-
sights. Yes, we know the en-
sign is wrong but Case has re-
ordered new flags. 
 Case could make a living just 

producing turret covers. His self-made cannons have 
yet to be approved by the AusBG but this should not 
be a problem. 
We are hoping that Case will manufacture regulators 
for us when he has time and help reduce costs for 
us. Again, the range of talent in our hobby continues 
to amaze me. 

Phone: 02 62883718h. 
bkirwan@velocitynet.com.au 


